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MASS TIMES 

St John’s – Saturday: 6.00pm (Vigil); Sunday: 8.00am, 11.30am & 7.00pm. 

Holy Days: 6.00pm (Vigil); 8.00am, 10.30am & 7.00pm.   

Weekdays: 8.00am, 10.30am. (Sat. 10.30am only).    Adoration: Wednesdays at 11.00am.    

Johnswell - Sunday 10.00am  Dunmore - Sunday 11.00am 
 

St. John’s Parish, St. Mary’s Parish, St. Patrick’s Parish, St. Canice’s Parish 

together form the Kilkenny City Pastoral Area 

Address: St John’s Presbytery, Dublin Road, Kilkenny. R95 ND2W 

Email: stjohns@ossory.ie  Website: www.stjohnskilkenny.com  

Office: 056 772 1072;     Secretary: Áine Butler;   Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9.30 a.m. - 2.00 p.m. 

Newsletter Deadline: Thursdays 12.00 noon   SVP Help Line: 051 350 725 

Monsignor Dan Carroll:  087 907 7769       Fr Tom O’Toole: 087 224 0787 
Fr. Paul  Kasu 087 390 5060              Monsignor Michael Ryan (Retired)   

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Mary Brennan;  Jo Browne; Alan Burke;  Fr Dan Carroll; Claire Coogan;  

Fr. Paul Kasu; Luke Leydon; Paddy Manning; Iris O’Flynn; Fr Tom O’Toole; Karena Phelan. 
 

IF YOU HAVE A SAFEGUARDING CONCERN CONTACT  
The Diocesan Designated Liaison Person, Mr Fintan Fanning, 085 802 1633 - dlp@ossory.ie  

OUR PARISH SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTATIVES ARE:  
Phil Curran; Marian Eardly; Brenda Whitely. 

Counselling Services - Towards Healing Confidential Helpline 
1800 313 316 - www.towardshealing.ie 

Roman Catholic Diocese and Parishes of Ossory - Registered Charity No. 20015831 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - 26th July 2026 

Saints Martha, Mary, and Lazarus 
On this Wednesday we celebrate the feast day of Sts. Martha, Mary and Lazarus, siblings 
from Bethany whom Jesus loved and visited as friends.  Together, they offer three models of 
discipleship: Martha’s active service and strong faith, Mary’s contemplative listening at the 
feet of Jesus, and Lazarus’ witness to Christ’s power over death. 
In John 11, Martha professes her trust in Jesus before Lazarus is raised from the dead, reveal-
ing the depth of her faith and pointing toward the hope of the Resurrection. 
In 2021, Pope Francis added Mary and Lazarus to the General Roman Calendar, so the memo-
rial now honours all three siblings. Their feast reminds us that following Christ involves ser-
vice, prayer, and faithful witness. 
 
 

Outdoor Community Mass at Newpark 
The annual outdoor Mass for all local communities will be celebrated on the Upper 
Green in Newpark at 7.00pm on this Wednesday, 29th July.  
Light refreshments will be served after the ceremony.   This has become a very 
popular annual event and residents from other local communities are invited to 
come along to celebrate the Eucharist and later enjoy some chat and fun on the 
Green.  All are welcome. 
 
 

Book Fair in St. John’s Parish Centre in aid of the Rise & Shine Trust 
A book fair will take place in St John’s Parish Centre on Friday, 14th, Saturday 15th and Sun-
day 16th

 August. All proceeds will go to The Rise & Shine Trust (formerly Irish Pilgrimage 
Trust) of which Fr Dan is the National Chaplain.  The Trust provides a fun pilgrimage/trip to 
Lourdes each Easter for young people with additional needs.   

 Have a look - choose a book - support a trip! 
 
 

Mary’s Meals 
Global school feeding charity Mary’s Meals will hold their annual Step By Step to Feed the 
Next Child - Walk to Knock from 7th to 15th August. Local walkers are leaving St John’s at 
9am on Friday, 7th August and will be walking to St Patrick's Church, Clogh on the first stage 
of their Walk to Knock. Please come out and encourage the walkers, and if you’re able to do 
so, donate in the buckets or visit marysmeals.ie to donate online. It costs just €22 to feed a 
child for a whole school year, and 11c provides one school meal. All donations, big or small, 
are very welcome. 

The Painted Gospel -  
A Pilgrimage to Rome and Assisi 

The Adult Faith Development Pilgrimage to 
Rome and Assisi will take place from the 8th to 
14th March 2027.  This journey led by Fr Der-
mot Ryan and Fr Kieran O’Shea will invite peo-
ple to reflect on the art and architecture in these 
cities to open conversations around various as-
pects of the faith.  Cost is 1,195 p.p.s., single 
room supplement €240.  For further information 
see the poster in the church or visit the Ossory 
website.   
For bookings, please contact Kieran Troy of 
Myriam Tours on 057 93 55050, email in-
fo@myriam.ie or WhatsApp 085 179 2364. 
 

Annual Jenkinstown Camino Walk 
To celebrate the Feast of St. James of Santiago 
De Compostella, the Annual Jenkinstown 
Camino Walk, led by Fr. Willie Purcell, will 
take place this Sunday, July 26th.   
The walk will begin at 2.30 p.m. at Jenkinstown 
Church car park. This reflective Camino-style 
walk is open to everyone and offers a 
meaningful opportunity to step away from the 
busyness of daily life, enjoy the outdoors and 
join others for a time of quiet contemplation and 
shared journey. Whether you are seeking a 
moment of peace, a bit of exercise, or a sense of 
community, you are welcome to join this 
special afternoon.  All are welcome. 

 

Pope Benedict XVI's Prayer  
for Grandparents 

Lord Jesus, 
you were born of the Virgin Mary, 
the daughter of Saints Joachim and Anne. 
Look with love on grandparents the world over. 
Protect them! They are a source of enrichment 
for families, for the Church and for all of socie-
ty. Support them!  As they grow older, 
may they continue to be for their families 
strong pillars of Gospel faith, guardians of no-
ble domestic ideals, 
living treasuries of sound religious traditions. 
Make them teachers of wisdom and courage, 
that they may pass on to future generations the 
fruits of their mature human and spiritual expe-
rience. 
Lord Jesus, 
help families and society 
to value the presence and role of grandparents. 
May they never be ignored or excluded, 
but always encounter respect and love. 
Help them to live serenely and to feel welcomed 
in all the years of life which you give them. 
Mary, Mother of all the living, 
keep grandparents constantly in your care, 
accompany them on their earthly pilgrimage, 
and by your prayers, grant that all families 
may one day be reunited in our heavenly home-
land, where you await all humanity 
for the great embrace of life without 
end.  Amen! 

http://marysmeals.ie/


Remembering Our Loved Ones Who Have Died 
Recently Deceased:  Josie Bolger, Shandon  Park 
Kathleen Sheehan, Kickham Street.    Mary Kelly, Newpark Upper. 
Kathleen Grogan, Circular Road, late of Ossory Park.  Martin Rafter, Freshford. 
 

Months Mind:  Julia Larkin (10.30am Friday 31st July) 
 
Anniversaries:  Frank Power; Bríd Maher (6.00pm); Noeline Foley Hogan (10.00am); Aislinn 
Comerford Nelson (11.00am); Giovanna Magahy; Sylvana Micklewright; Mary McEnery 
(11.30am); Betty & Adam Quelch (7.00pm); Edward & Catherine Moriarty; Bridget & Martin 
Keane; Milo Butler; Margaret Trehy;  
 

Those we love don’t go away, they walk beside us every day. 
Unseen, unheard, but always near.  Still loved, still missed and very dear. 

Ministries for Weekend, 1st & 2nd August 
Mass  Readers    Ministers of the Eucharist 
6.00pm Claire Coogan   Mary O’Donovan & Peter Donnelly 
8.00am  Mary Elliott    Billy Phelan & Jacinta Cantwell 
10.00am Betsy Rice    Mary Pyke 
11.00am Martina Brennan & Tom Brennan Gavin Phelan 
11.30am Paula Rogers & James Connolly Kathleen Ferguson & Geraldine Ruessmann 
7.00pm Linda O’Leary   Luke Leydon & Clodagh Butler   

Attendance/Collections Last Weekend 
Envelope Collection:  €1,340.00 
        Mass             Attendance Baskets   

6.00pm St. John’s 113 302.00 
8.00am St. John’s 120 364.00 
10.00am Johnswell 45 117.00 
11.00am Dunmore 107 170.00 
11.30am St. John’s 222 402.00 
7.00pm  St. John’s 115 203.00  
 722 €1,561.00 

Mass Intentions for Week Beginning 27th July 2026 

 

Monday: 10.30am Special Intention 

Wednesday: 10.30am Edward & Catherine Moriarty 

  7.00pm Community Mass Newpark Upper Green 

Friday: 10.30am MM Julia Larkin 

Saturday: 6.00pm Tony & Barbara Tehan 
    Clive O’Carroll 
    Nicky & Daisy Purcell 
Sunday: 10.00am Eveline Hennessy 
  11.00am Catherine Bergin 
  11.30am Mary Meany 
    MM Therese McGlynn 
  7.00pm Patrick Culleton 
 

May they rest in peace 

Rosary in James Green 
The Rosary will be recited in James Green this Thursday the 30th of July at 6-30pm.  It is for the 
Pro-Life intention.  All are welcome. 

 

Parish Pilgrimage to Knock 
At the time of printing, we only have two seats remaining on our Second Coach for our annual 
parish pilgrimage to Our Lady’s Shrine at Knock.  We will be taking names for a waiting list 
should vacancies arise.  Please telephone the Parish Office on 056 772 1072 should you wish to 
put your name down.  The pilgrimage costs €25 per person and we hope to leave St. John’s 
Church at 7.00am on Friday, 21st August returning to Kilkenny at about 10.00pm that evening.  
We would ask that those who have yet to pay for their booking to please do so before the trip. 

 
 

Finding the True Treasure in the Quiet of Summer 
As the bright days of midsummer continue, bringing long hours of sunshine and warmer weath-
er, our routines naturally begin to slow down. School is out, vacations are in motion, and crea-
tion itself seems to invite us to take a deep, restoring breath. In the rush of daily responsibilities, 
rest can often feel like a luxury, but in the Christian life, it is a spiritual necessity. Summer of-
fers us a vital opportunity not just to relax our bodies, but to quiet our minds and nurture our 
souls. 
In the Gospel readings for this Sunday, Jesus speaks of the Kingdom of Heaven through the 
memorable parables of the hidden treasure and the pearl of great price (Matthew 13:44–46). He 
describes a person who stumbles upon a treasure in a field and, out of pure joy, sells everything 
to secure it. 
How often do we miss the "hidden treasures" of God’s presence simply because we are moving 
too fast to notice them? 
When our daily lives are crammed with constant activity, noise, and digital distraction, our spir-
itual senses become dulled. The warm weather and slower pace of summer give us the space to 
slow down, sit in quiet reflection, and open our eyes to see and our ears to hear what God is do-
ing around us. Rest is not idle time; it is holy time. Whether sitting in the garden, walking 
through nature, or spending a few extra moments in silent prayer, taking time to pause allows us 
to rediscover what truly matters. 
This week, let the warmth of the season remind you of God’s abundant love. Step back from the 
busyness, savour the quiet, and give yourself permission to rest. You may just find that the 
greatest treasure—God's peaceful presence—was waiting in the field of your ordinary day all 
along. 

“What Do You Ask For?” 
In the First Reading, God asks Solomon a remarkable question: “What would you like me to 
give you?” Imagine being asked that. Most people might ask for security, success, health, or 
wealth. But Solomon asks for something deeper — a discerning heart, wisdom to know right 
from wrong.  And that pleases God. 
Why? Because Solomon is not thinking about himself; he is thinking about how to live well 
and serve others. He understands that wisdom is the foundation for everything else. 
Jesus, in the Gospel, speaks about treasure hidden in a field and a pearl of great price. In both 
cases, the person recognises something of immense value — and gives everything to obtain it. 
Wisdom is that treasure. The Kingdom of God is that pearl. 
The challenge for us is this: Do we recognise what is truly valuable? 
Or are we distracted by things that don’t last? 
St Paul reminds us in Romans that God works for good in all things for those who love Him. 
That means that when we choose what truly matters — God’s will, God’s wisdom — every-
thing else begins to fall into place. 
So perhaps today we should ask ourselves: 
If God asked me, “What do you want me to give you?” — what would I say? 
And maybe the best answer is Solomon’s:  “Lord, give me a heart that understands.” 

Pope Leo’s Monthly Prayer for July 
 

His monthly prayer intention is a global call to 
transform our prayers into “concrete actions,” 
serving as a compass for a mission of compas-
sion for the world. In this way, he proposes a 

path to mobilize us each month, through prayer 
and action, for a more humane, fraternal, and 

solidary world. 


