
Parish Of  

Saint  John The Evangel is t  
incorporating  |  St John’s  |  Dunmore  |  Johnswell  |  church areas 

MASS TIMES 

St John’s – Saturday: 6.00pm (Vigil); Sunday: 8.00am, 11.30am & 7.00pm. 

Holy Days: 6.00pm (Vigil); 8.00am, 10.30am & 7.00pm.   

Weekdays: 8.00am, 10.30am. (Sat. 10.30am only).    Adoration: Wednesdays at 11.00am.    

Johnswell - Sunday 10.00am  Dunmore - Sunday 11.00am 
 

St. John’s Parish, St. Mary’s Parish, St. Patrick’s Parish, St. Canice’s Parish 

together form the Kilkenny City Pastoral Area 

Address: St John’s Presbytery, Dublin Road, Kilkenny. R95 ND2W 

Email: stjohns@ossory.ie  Website: www.stjohnskilkenny.com  

Office: 056 772 1072;     Secretary: Áine Butler;   Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9.30 a.m. - 2.00 p.m. 

Newsletter Deadline: Thursdays 12.00 noon   SVP Help Line: 051 350 725 

Monsignor Dan Carroll:  087 907 7769       Fr Tom O’Toole: 087 224 0787 
Fr. Paul  Kasu 087 390 5060              Monsignor Michael Ryan (Retired)   

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Mary Brennan;  Jo Browne; Alan Burke;  Fr Dan Carroll; Claire Coogan;  

Fr. Paul Kasu; Luke Leydon; Paddy Manning; Iris O’Flynn; Fr Tom O’Toole; Karena Phelan. 
 

IF YOU HAVE A SAFEGUARDING CONCERN CONTACT  
The Diocesan Designated Liaison Person, Mr Fintan Fanning, 085 802 1633 - dlp@ossory.ie  

OUR PARISH SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTATIVES ARE:  
Phil Curran; Marian Eardly; Brenda Whitely. 

Counselling Services - Towards Healing Confidential Helpline 
1800 313 316 - www.towardshealing.ie 

Roman Catholic Diocese and Parishes of Ossory - Registered Charity No. 20015831 

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time - 16th August 2026 

Parish Pilgrimage to Knock 
Our parish will be travelling to Knock Shrine on Friday, 21st August, the closing day of this 
year’s National Novena and the actual anniversary of the 1879 Apparition.  It’s a beautiful 
day to make the journey, as it also marks the 50th anniversary of Knock Basilica — fifty years 
of pilgrims coming to lay down their burdens and find shelter in Our Lady’s care. 
This year's Novena theme, “Sheltered in God’s Love,” is a fitting one for all of us.  Whatever 
we’re carrying — worry, grief, gratitude, or simply the tiredness of ordinary life — Knock has 
long been a place where people come to be reminded that God remains our refuge and our 
hope. 
We’ll be travelling together as a parish family and friends, and all are welcome — whether 
this is your first time to Knock or your fiftieth.  We already have two full coach loads booked 
to travel and a waiting list for a third.  If there is further interest, we will proceed and book the 
third coach.  We politely ask those who have booked a place and have not already paid their 
fare to do so immediately.  Your confirmed booking will enable us to make a good decision 
about the extra coach.  If you’d like to join us, please let the Parish Office know so we can 
arrange adequate transport. 
 

“Each year the National Novena offers people an opportunity to pause, pray and experience 
the peace that Knock has offered pilgrims for generations.”  — Fr. Richard Gibbons, Parish 

Priest and Rector of Knock Shrine. 
 

Confession – St John’s 
The priests are available for public confessions after the 10.30am mass on a Saturday morn-
ing. 

 

Evening Prayer with Bishop Ger 
 

You are invited to join with Bishop Ger as he leads us in Evening Prayer in preparation for his 
Episcopal Installation as Bishop of Ossory on 13th September when he begins his ministry as 
our Bishop. 
 

Beginning at 7.30 p.m. each evening. 
Friday, 21st August - St Mary's Cathedral, Kilkenny. 

Friday, 28th August - Church of the Assumption, Owning, Templeorum parish.  
(Oldest Church in the Diocese of Ossory 1798) 

Friday, 4th September - St Kieran's Church, Seir Kieran, Co. Offaly. 

 

Leaving Cert Results 
We remember in our prayers those who will 
receive their Leaving Cert ‘26 results next Fri-
day,  21st August.  We wish you well as you 
consider your future.  God bless you. 
 

 Prayer for Those Awaiting Exam Results 
God our Father, 

may your presence be felt as young  
people receive exam results at this time. 

May they know that their worth and value  
is based on your great love for them. 
Help them to trust in your goodness,  

fix their eyes firmly on you 
and guide their steps  

along the path before them. 
Thank you for the doors open to them, 
give them wisdom digging and hope  
in the challenges and opportunities  

that lie in the future. 
Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

******************************************************************************************* 

Kilkenny Adult Learning Service 
Kilkenny Adult Learning Service will hold an 
open day on Thursday, 20th August from 
10.00am to 1.00pm at 43 Upper Patrick Street, 
Kilkenny R95 PXN2.  Classes are free, QQI 
certification and support, expert led tuition in 
small groups.  Register on the day.   
For further information call 056 776 3149 or 
visit kilkennyadultlearning@kkadulted.ie. 
 

Saint Carlo Acutis’ Relic - Castlecomer 
Now that school is closed for the summer holi-
days the relic of Saint Carlo Acutis has returned 
to the Church of the Immaculate Conception, 
Castlecomer from their usual home in the  Ora-
tory at Castlecomer Community School.  All 
are welcome from 9.00am - 5.00pm daily. 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society Trip to Knock 
A Knock trip arranged by the St. Vincent de 
Paul Society takes place on Saturday,  
12th September. Bus leaving Butts Green at 
8.00am. Cost of bus €25. All are welcome. If 
interested, contact Geoff on 087 255 9820. 
 

Anam Cara 
Anam Cara is very pleased to announce our 
first Bereavement Information Evening espe-
cially dedicated to supporting surviving sib-
lings. This event is open to all parents whose 
child or children have died, regardless of the 
age of their child, circumstances of their death, 
or time since bereavement. We are also opening 
this Bereavement Information Evening to be-
reaved adult siblings over 18. This event will 
take place online on Tuesday 15th September at 
7pm.  To register visit www.anamcara.ie online  
 

Kilkenny Arts Festival 
St. John’s Parish is delighted to welcome all 
who have come to our city for the annual Arts 
Festival. We pray visitors, exhibitors, organis-
ers and volunteers will have a wonderful and 
enjoyable festival. 



Remembering Our Loved Ones Who Have Died 
Recently Deceased:  Marie Bolger, Dublin Road.  
Bill Hickman, Surrey.     Nora Casey, Jenkinstown 
Robert Connolly, Butts Green 
 
Months Mind: Annette Murphy (7.00pm); 
   
 

Anniversaries:  Eoin O’Donovan; Mary McCarthy; Mary O’Dwyer (6.00pm); Derek Butler 
(10.00am); Tom Ryan (11.00am); Aileen Beirne; David Kelly; Lukas Funtal (11.30am); Jack 
Poyntz (7.00pm);  Danny Cassidy; Séan Maher; Nance O’Neill; Lydiya Ukraintseva;  
 
 

Those we love don’t go away, they walk beside us every day. 
Unseen, unheard, but always near.  Still loved, still missed and very dear. 

Ministries for Weekend, 22nd & 23rd August 
Mass  Readers     Ministers of the Eucharist 
6.00pm Mairin Bergin    Mary Feighery & Aisling Donnelly 
8.00am  Niamh Carroll    Kay Brennan & Jimmy Conway 
10.00am Séan Colgan & Stephen Pyke  Monica Colgan 
11.00am Liam Burke & Liam Maddock  Karena Phelan 
11.30am Frank & Emily Bradley   Cathy Cunniffe & Enda Cunniffe  
7.00pm Joan Galwey     Anna Morrison & Susan Bofin  

Attendance/Collections Last Weekend 
Envelope Collection:  €1,095.00 
        Mass             Attendance Baskets   

6.00pm St. John’s 147 279.00 
8.00am St. John’s 115 306.00 
10.00am Johnswell 40 121.00 
11.00am Dunmore 78 108.00 
11.30am St. John’s 215 329.00 
7.00pm  St. John’s 95 222.00  
 690 €1,365.00 

Mass Intentions for Week Beginning 17th August 2026 
 

Tuesday: 10.30am Séan Maher 

Thursday: 10.30am Special Intention 
Saturday: 6.00pm: Jim, Betty & Seamus Canty 
    Betty Cassin 
Sunday: 11.30am: Baby Gabriela Rochford 
  7.00pm: Eleanor Connelly 
    
 

Please note we may transfer an anniversary Mass on the occasion of a funeral. 
  

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed,  
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen. 

 

Plan Your Day in Knock 
Coaches depart St. John’s Church at 7.00am sharp. Comfort stop at Motorway Café.   
Opportunity for optional quick breakfast. Arrive at Knock Shrine around noon. 
Apparition Chapel open from 8.00am to 9.00pm. 
Eucharistic Adoration from 9.00am – 6.30pm in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. 
St. John’s Rest and Day Care Centre for teas, coffees and light refreshments from 9am – 5pm. 
Knock Museum from 10.00am to 6.00pm. 
Confessions from 10.30am – 4.45pm in the Chapel of Reconciliation. 
Novena Workshops at 12.45pm in the Prayer Centre.  ‘Sheltered in God’s Love’ with 
Knock Shrine Prayer Guidance Team is the theme during our visit. 
Anointing of the Sick at 2.30pm in Knock Basilica. 
Novena Ceremonies at 3.00pm in Knock Basilica.  Our principal celebrant: Fr. Paul Murphy, 
Chaplain to the Irish Defence Forces at Mellows’ Barracks, Galway.  His theme will be “The 
Healing Power of Love”. 
Rosary procession around the grounds takes place after the 3.00pm Ceremony. 
We expect to leave immediately after the Rosary Procession (About 5.00pm). 
Stop for optional dinner on the way home. Arrive in Kilkenny around 10.00pm. 
 

Thought for the Week: A Faith That Breaks Borders 
In this Sunday’s Gospel, a Canaanite woman—the ultimate outsider—refuses to let silence or 
social boundaries keep her from Jesus. Her persistent, humble plea for her daughter moves 
Christ to marvel, "Woman, great is your faith!" 
This encounter reminds us that God has no outsiders. His mercy flows far beyond our human 
boundaries, matching Isaiah's prophecy: "My house shall be called a house of prayer for all peo-
ples." 
As a parish community, we are called to mirror this radical hospitality. Let us look around our 
neighbourhoods this week and ask: Whom are we leaving on the outside, and how can we ac-
tively invite them to the table? 
 

Abide in His Love Women’s Conference 
Abide in His Love Women’s Conference. The Great Northern Hotel, Bundoran, 20th – 22nd No-
vember 2026.  Join women from across Ireland for a faith-filled weekend with inspiring speak-
ers including Sarah Swafford, Danielle Noonan, Fr Mark Wharton, Fr Barry Braum, Fr Oisín 
Martin, the Dominican Sisters of Nashville, Bishop Fintan Gavin, and more. A conference not to 
be missed! 
Register: https://abideinhislove.eventbrite.com/ 
 
 

Those we love can never be more than a thought apart. 
For as long as there is a memory, they’ll live on in our heart. 

St Joseph Men’s Camino 
St Joseph Men’s Camino will take place on Saturday 12th September, Drogheda, Co. Louth in 
the Boyne Valley.  25km – One Day – One Pilgrimage.  A Pilgrimage that will test the body, 
enlighten the mind and strengthen the soul.  Holy Mass, Adoration, Confessions, Fraternity.  
Walking the historic Boyne Valley route.  After dinner speaker Fr Mark Quinn, founder of Men 
of St Joseph Tuam Archdioceses.  Cost €65 (includes lunch and dinner).  Students: €55.  Men 
aged 18+ only.  Book now and find full details at: Dominicans.ie. 
 

2nd Annual Charity Awareness Walk in memory of Aislinn Nelson Comerford 
The 2nd Annual Charity Awareness Walk in memory of Aislinn Nelson Comerford will be held 
in Dunmore Countryside Park, Castlecomer road entrance, Saturday 29th of August at 2pm. All 
welcome, young, old and 4-legged. (eircode: R95 HD50) 
All donations received will go to Thrombosis Patient Services at The Irish Heart 
Foundation.  Online donations can be made on Just Giving, search 'Aislinn's Step 
Forward for Thrombosis 2.'  There will be face painting, refreshments and a raffle on 
the day. Donations: https://tinyurl.com/AislinnsWalk  
 

Book Fair in St. John’s Parish Centre in aid 
of the Rise & Shine Trust 

A book fair will take place in St John’s Parish 
Centre this weekend Friday, Saturday and Sun-
day from . All proceeds will go to The Rise & 
Shine Trust of which Fr. Dan is the National 
Chaplain.  The Trust provides a fun pilgrimage/
trip to Lourdes each Easter for young people 
with additional needs. Your support is appreciat-

https://tinyurl.com/AislinnsWalk

