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MASS TIMES 

St John’s – Saturday: 6.00pm (Vigil); Sunday: 8.00am, 11.30am & 7.00pm. 

Holy Days: 6.00pm (Vigil); 8.00am, 10.30am & 7.00pm.   

Weekdays: 8.00am, 10.30am. (Sat. 10.30am only).    Adoration: Wednesdays at 11.00am.    

Johnswell - Sunday 10.00am  Dunmore - Sunday 11.00am 
 

St. John’s Parish, St. Mary’s Parish, St. Patrick’s Parish, St. Canice’s Parish 

together form the Kilkenny City Pastoral Area 

Address: St John’s Presbytery, Dublin Road, Kilkenny. R95 ND2W 

Email: stjohns@ossory.ie  Website: www.stjohnskilkenny.com  

Office: 056 772 1072;     Secretary: Áine Butler;   Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9.30 a.m. - 2.00 p.m. 

Newsletter Deadline: Thursdays 12.00 noon   SVP Help Line: 051 350 725 

Monsignor Dan Carroll:  087 907 7769       Fr Tom O’Toole: 087 224 0787 
Fr. Paul  Kasu 087 390 5060              Monsignor Michael Ryan (Retired)   

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Mary Brennan;  Jo Browne; Alan Burke;  Fr Dan Carroll; Claire Coogan;  

Fr. Paul Kasu; Luke Leydon; Paddy Manning; Iris O’Flynn; Fr Tom O’Toole; Karena Phelan. 
 

IF YOU HAVE A SAFEGUARDING CONCERN CONTACT  
The Diocesan Designated Liaison Person, Mr Fintan Fanning, 085 802 1633 - dlp@ossory.ie  

OUR PARISH SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTATIVES ARE:  
Brenda Whitely; Marian Eardly. 

Counselling Services - Towards Healing Confidential Helpline 
1800 313 316 - www.towardshealing.ie 

 

Roman Catholic Diocese and Parishes of Ossory - Registered Charity No. 20015831 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time - 25th January 2026 

Installation of Bishop Niall as Bishop of Raphoe 
On this Sunday afternoon, Bishop Niall Coll, who has faithfully served as our diocesan bishop 
for the past three years, will be installed as the Bishop of Raphoe.  The installation ceremony 
is set to take place at 3.00pm at Saint Eunan’s Cathedral in Letterkenny.   
 

Fr Dan, Fr Paul and Fr Michael hope to be present for this significant occasion.  For those 
unable to attend in person, the ceremony will be available to watch live via the cathedral’s 
webcam at www.churchservices.tv/letterkenny. 
 

Bishop Niall was appointed Bishop of Ossory by Pope Francis on 28th October 2022.  He was 
ordained as Bishop of Ossory on 22nd January 2023 by Archbishop Dermot Farrell, the Arch-
bishop of Dublin, who previously held the office of Bishop of Ossory himself.  After three 
years of dedicated service, on 13th November 2025, Pope Leo XIV appointed Bishop Niall as 
Bishop of Raphoe, which is his native diocese. 
 

As Bishop Niall prepares to begin this new chapter in his native county, we offer our prayers 
in thanksgiving for his service among us in Ossory.  We ask for God’s blessing upon him as 
he returns home to take up his new role and responsibilities. 

Message from  Bishop Niall Coll 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

My appointment as Bishop of Raphoe, my home diocese means that  
my time as Bishop of Ossory has been all too brief.  My heart is  
filled with gratitude to God for the gift of these past three years here.  
 
When I first arrived in Ossory I came as a stranger.  I leave as one  
who has been enriched by your friendship, your faith and your witness. 
 
As we look to the future both in Ossory and Raphoe please always  
remember, as my Episcopal Motto asserts, that he is truly  
‘Christ Jesus our hope’. 
 
With every blessing.  

 
    + Niall Coll 

Breaking News - New Apostolic Administrator for Ossory 
As Bishop Coll becomes Bishop of Raphoe on this Sunday afternoon the Diocese of Ossory be-
comes vacant.  In a media briefing at 9.00amon this Sunday morning we learn that Pope Leo has 
appointed Bishop Ger Nash, Bishop of Ferns, as Apostolic Administrator of Ossory.  Bishop Nash 
will continue as Bishop of Ferns and administer the Diocese of Ossory during the interregnum. 
 

The Papal Nuncio, Archbishop Montemayor, will now begin the process to appoint a Bishop of 
Ossory.  In a recent visit to Kilkenny to meet the Diocesan College of Consulters, Archbishop 
Montemayor informed us that he was mandated by Pope Francis, on his appointment to Ireland, to 
rationalise the Church in Ireland, particularly relating to the number of dioceses in the country - 
since the Synod of Rathbreasail in 1111 there have been 26 dioceses in Ireland. This process of 
rationalisation has already taken place in the west of Ireland:  Elphin and Achonry, Tuam and 
Killala, Galway and Clonfert are now administered by the same bishop. Each diocese remains a 
distinct entity, each with its own history, territory and identity - they are united under the pastoral 
leadership of a single bishop in persona episcopi.  Similar may happen in Ossory in the future. 
 

Bishop Ger Nash, our new Apostolic Administrator, is a native of Tulla, Co. Clare and he was 
ordained on 15th June 1991 for service in the Diocese of Killaloe. Having served in a number of 
ministries in that diocese including teaching, social services and parish ministry he was appointed 
as Director of Pastoral Development for the Diocese of Killaloe in June 2016. He also served as 
Diocesan Secretary from 2008 until 2021.  In June 2021 he was appointed by Pope Francis to be 
Bishop of Ferns and was ordained as the 81st bishop of the diocese in St Aidan’s Cathedral on 5th 
September 2021.  The diocese of Ferns consists of 49 parishes in Counties Wexford and Wicklow. 

Leaving Cert Irish Oral Exam Workshop  
A three part Leaving Cert Irish Oral Workshop 
which will cover the Leaving Cert Irish Oral 
exam will take place in Gaelscoil Osraí R95 
AT85 on Thursdays 5th, 12th and 19th March 
from 6.00 to 8.30pm. These will enable students 
to learn, prepare and practice for their Irish 
Orals. Contact  tobarnagaeilge@yahoo.com or 
087 667 3302 (Maria Ní Thuama). 

Johnswell NS Enrolment and Open Day 
Johnswell NS is now enrolling Junior Infants 
for September 2026. The application form can 
be completed  online at  www.johnswellns.net 
We are hosting our Open Afternoon on Friday, 
30th January from 1.00pm to 3.00pm for current 
and prospective families.  
We would love to see you there!  
 

http://www.churchservices.tv/letterkenny
http://www.johnswellns.net/


Remembering Our Loved Ones Who Have Died 
 

Recently Deceased:  Baby Thomas Walsh, Newpark Close.  

 

Months Mind:  John Seánie Fitzgerald (6.00pm)   Joan O’Sullivan (10.00am). 
 

Anniversaries:   Richard Grace; Billy Malone (6.00pm); Frank Walsh (8.00am); Catherine & 
Louis Brennan (10.00am); Claire & John Irwin; Renee & Jarlath Walshe (11.00am);  
Lil Redmond; Patrick & Hugh Meany; Dick Brennan; Michael Brendan Kelly; Flora Ki-
lusungu; Anna MacEneaney (11.30am); Anne, Michael, Bridget & Michael Jnr. O’Connor 
(7.00pm);  Margaret, James & William McGrath; Maura Shortall; Mary Hackett; Bridie Kinsel-
la; Ellen Clarke; Christy Slattery;  Margaret Murray; Philip Cahill; Sarah Ryan; Fr Jerry Joyce; 
Kathleen & Margaret Doran; Seán Barry; Adrian Freezey; Michael Delaney; Peg Dowling; 
Michael Cody; Seamus Holohan; Joe Doherty; Cecelia Walsh; Jack Mullen. 

 
Those we love don’t go away,  
they walk beside us every day. 

Unseen, unheard, but always near.    
Still loved, still missed and very dear. 

Readers for Next Weekend 
 

 6.00pm Mary Lynch 
8.00am  Padraig O’Neill 
10.00am Seán Colgan 
11.00am Bernard O’Gorman & John McGourty 
11.30am Kathleen Fergurson & Susan Bofin  
7.00pm Eileen Kinane 

Attendance/Collections Last Weekend 
Envelope Collection:  €4,310.00 
        Mass             Attendance Baskets   

6.00pm St. John’s 179 162.00 
8.00am St. John’s 74 191.00 
10.00am Johnswell 38 119.00 
11.00am Dunmore 85 173.00 
11.30am St. John’s 243 468.00 
7.00pm  St. John’s 112 375.00  
 731 €1,488.00 

Ceremony of Light 
The Service of Light for the Confirmation Candidates and their families will be celebrated in 
St. John’s Church on this coming Tuesday, 27th January at 7.30pm. This service is a pre-
Confirmation ceremony, which has been added to the Confirmation preparation process in re-
cent years. The key part of the service is when parents hand the lighted Baptism candle to their 
child as an acknowledgement that the young person is now ready to be a responsible Christian. 
Parents are asked to bring their child’s baptismal candle, if available, to the service. If not avail-
able any candle will suffice. 
 

Annual St. Brigid’s Day Service 
The Annual St. Brigid’s Day Service will take place in St. Canice’s Catholic Church, Dean 
Street, on Sunday, 1st February at 7.30pm. 
Blessed red flannel, prayer cards, and water from St. Brigid’s Well in Kildare will be available 
on the night.  St. Brigid’s Crosses will also be on sale. A collection will be taken in support of 
the Kilkenny Gospel Choir Outreach Programme.  All are welcome. 
 

Legion of Mary 
Legion of Mary start up meeting, starting Wednesday, 4th February in the Chapter House at St. 
Mary’s Cathedral. All welcome.  
 

Thought for the Day - Sunday of the Word of God 
“Repent”, in other words, ‘Change your life’. Change your life, for a new way of living has 
begun. The time when you lived for yourself is over; now is the time for living with and for 
God, with and for others, with and for love. Today Jesus speaks those same words to you: 
“Take heart, I am here with you, allow me to enter and your life will change”.  (Pope Francis 2020) 

Mass Intentions for Week Beginning 26th January 2026 

 
Tuesday: 10.30am Margaret, James & William McGrath 
    Maura Shortall 
Thursday: 10.30am Mary Hackett 
Friday: 10.30am Bridie Kinsella & Ellen Clarke 
Saturday: 10.30am Christy Slattery 
  6.00pm Bernadette Egan 
Sunday: 10.00am Nancy Comerford 
       
 

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace.  Amen. 

Word of God Sunday 
Each year, the Church sets aside a special Sunday to celebrate the Word of God.  This special 
day invites us to reflect more deeply on Sacred Scripture and to renew our love for God’s Word.  
In 2019 the late Pope Francis chose the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time so that, each year, the 
whole Church could focus together on the Bible and its central place in our faith.  Accordingly, 
this Sunday, 25th January 2026, is Word of God Sunday. 
This Sunday reminds us that in Scripture God is speaking to us today.  When the Word of God is 
proclaimed at Mass, Christ himself is present and addresses his people.  This Sunday reminds us 
that listening to God’s Word is essential to knowing Jesus and living as his disciples. 
 

The Ossory Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
The annual Ossory Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes will take place from 25th to 30th May 2026.  
All bookings should be made through Joe Walsh Tours by telephone on 01 241 0800, or 
online at www.joewalshtours.ie/pilgrimages/group-diocesan-pilgrimages/ or by post to JWT, 89 
Harcourt Street, Dublin 2,  D02WY88.  
Special Assisted/Sick Section: Pilgrims who would like to travel with the Special Assisted Sec-
tion should apply to Anna Colleton at a.colleton@cbskilkenney.ie.  This special assisted/sick 
section is accommodated at the Accueil. Acceptance for travel with the special section for the 
sick is subject to the approval of the Pilgrimage Medical Board.  Early booking is advisable as 
space is limited to one plane load. 
 

Spiritual Exercises: 5 Day Silent Ignatian Retreat for Men 
Led by Benedictine monks from St. Joseph Abbey, in France. Starts Thursday, 30th April 
(3.00pm). Benburb Priory, Co. Tyrone (1.5 hours from Dublin). €450 (all meals & single room 
included).  Daily Mass - Ordinary Form (Latin & ad orientem). 
Discover the strength that only comes when you stop running and let God speak. 
Book at: https://soutenir.clairval.com/retreat-benburb-priory 
 

Considering a Postgraduate Programme in 2026? 
Studying at St Patrick’s Pontifical University, Maynooth, you will be encouraged to engage criti-
cally, so that you can form your own ideas and conclusions and become more skilled at express-
ing yourself and gain the confidence to communicate powerfully and eloquently. 
Explore our wide range of full-time, part-time and blended learning Programmes from Diploma, 
Higher Diploma, and Masters to Doctorate level in: Theology; Philosophy; Healthcare Chaplain-
cy; Liturgical Music.  Visit sppu.ie/courses  for more information. 
Contact Rachel McHugh, Admissions Officer, St. Patrick’s Pontifical University with any que-
ries: rachel.mchugh@spcm.ie / 087 297 6514. 
 

Recovery Support Group 
St. Patrick’s Parish Centre every Tuesday at 7.00pm. For people tired of mental health symp-
toms. Learn coping skills for anxiety, depression, panic, OCD etc. Free of charge.  
For further information – email ckbse@yahoo.ie or www.recoveryireland.ie 

mailto:a.colleton@cbskilkenney.ie
https://soutenir.clairval.com/retreat-benburb-priory
https://sppu.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=70ce2f51a7e61309082c020e2&id=355ce1f4d9&e=05eb44ef8b
mailto:ckbse@yahoo.ie
http://www.recoveryireland.ie/

