
Parish Of  

Saint  John The Evangel is t  
incorporating  |  St John’s  |  Dunmore  |  Johnswell  |  church areas 

MASS TIMES 

St John’s – Saturday: 6.00pm (Vigil); Sunday: 8.00am, 11.30am & 7.00pm. 

Holy Days: 6.00pm (Vigil); 8.00am, 10.30am & 7.00pm.   

Weekdays: 8.00am, 10.30am. (Sat. 10.30am only).    Adoration: Wednesdays at 11.00am.    

Johnswell - Sunday 10.00am  Dunmore - Sunday 11.00am 
 

St. John’s Parish, St. Mary’s Parish, St. Patrick’s Parish, St. Canice’s Parish 

together form the Kilkenny City Pastoral Area 

Address: St John’s Presbytery, Dublin Road, Kilkenny. R95 ND2W 

Email: stjohns@ossory.ie  Website: www.stjohnskilkenny.com  

Office: 056 772 1072;     Secretary: Áine Butler;   Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9.30 a.m. - 2.00 p.m. 

Newsletter Deadline: Thursdays 12.00 noon   SVP Help Line: 051 350 725 

Monsignor Dan Carroll:  087 907 7769       Fr Tom O’Toole: 087 224 0787 
Fr. Paul  Kasu 087 390 5060              Monsignor Michael Ryan (Retired)   

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Mary Brennan;  Jo Browne; Alan Burke;  Fr Dan Carroll; Claire Coogan;  

Fr. Paul Kasu; Luke Leydon; Paddy Manning; Iris O’Flynn; Fr Tom O’Toole; Karena Phelan. 
 

IF YOU HAVE A SAFEGUARDING CONCERN CONTACT  
The Diocesan Designated Liaison Person, Mr Fintan Fanning, 085 802 1633 - dlp@ossory.ie  

OUR PARISH SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTATIVES ARE:  
Brenda Whitely; Marian Eardly. 

Counselling Services - Towards Healing Confidential Helpline 
1800 313 316 - www.towardshealing.ie 

 

Roman Catholic Diocese and Parishes of Ossory - Registered Charity No. 20015831 

Third Sunday of Lent - 8th March 2026 

First Confessions 
The boys and girls from St John’s National School will celebrate their First Confession on this 
Wednesday. This is an important milestone on their faith journey, and they have been prepar-
ing very well for this Sacrament. We keep them in our prayers as they celebrate God’s for-
giveness in their lives and as they continue the journey of preparation for their First Ho-
ly Communion in May. 
 

Call for Prayers for World Peace on Saint Patrick’s Day 
Following their conference in Maynooth this week the Irish Bishops said: “As we celebrate 
Saint Patrick’s Day this year on Tuesday, 17th March, we remember our national patron as a 
pioneer for peace and reconciliation.   We encourage everyone to unite in prayer for world 
peace.  Given the importance of our national feast day, we also ask of parishes to reach out to 
people from around the world who have come to live within our communities, and to extend 
greetings of prayerful support and solidarity at this time.”   
On Saint Patrick’s Day, RTÉ television and radio will broadcast the celebration of Mass live, 
at 11.00am, from Saint Patrick Cathedral, Armagh.  The chief celebrant will be Archbishop 
Martin. 
 

Canon Lar Dunphy RIP 
The Months Mind Mass for the late Canon Lar Dunphy, our former Parish Administrator, will 
take place on Saturday, 14th March 2026, in St Tighernach’s Church, Cullohill, Co. 
Laois.  May Fr. Lar's soul rest in peace.  
 

Growing in Friendship with God this Lent 
Fr. Paul will present a Lenten Meditation Series in St. John’s Church for Lent. The Second 
session will take place this Wednesday evening, 11th March at 7.30pm. We encourage all to 
come along and grow our friendship with God during this Holy Season.  
 

History & Families of Dunmore 
A presentation on the History & Families of Dunmore from the 18th – 20th Century will take 
place in Dunmore Community Hall on Saturday 28th March at 7.30pm. Presented by: Dr Jane 
Irwin, Lecturer in UCD.   
All are welcome. 

 

Mass Times - Lá Fhéile Pádraig 
St John’s: (Monday Evening Vigil) 6.00pm; 8.00am & 10.30am and 7.00pm 

Johnswell: 10.00am   Dunmore: 11.00am 

 

Ossory Adult Faith Development Lenten 
Programme 2026 

 

Rising to the Challenge: Confronting Poverty 
and Injustice in Our Time 
Join us as Seán Farrell, the CEO of Trócaire, 
leads us in a reflection on the work of Trócaire 
in our world today confronting poverty and 
injustice. 

Location: St Kieran’s College, Kilkenny 
Date: Monday, 9th March at 7.00pm 

 

Taizé Youth Night:  Praying with the next gen-
eration is for us all a real reason to hope – why 
not join with us, then, for a special Taizé Prayer 
Service of Hope during this Lent.  We will 
come together with those who are preparing to 
travel to Taizé from our diocese late in the 
Summer – bringing our prayer to this special 
place.    

 

Location: St. Mary’s Cathedral 
Date: Friday, 13th March at 7.00pm 

 

Guns and Policing - Enforcement or Fear: 
Tobias Winright, Professor of Moral Theology 
at St. Patricks College, Maynooth - a former 
police officer in America - leads us in reflecting 
on this matter. 

 

Location: St Kieran’s College, Kilkenny 
 Date: Monday, 16th March at 7.00pm 

 

 

Remembering and Praying For  
Our Emigrants 

You are invited to write the names, city and 
country of your family members, relatives and 
friends who are living or working abroad as 
emigrants in the Emigrants’ Book on the table 
in the church porch during this week. This Emi-
grants’ Book will be placed in the sanctuary 
during all Masses over St. Patrick’s Weekend 
when all our emigrants will be prayerfully  
remembered. 
  

Emigrants’ Collection 
The Annual Emigrants’ Collection will take 
place at all Masses over St. Patrick’s Day. This 
is a collection for the Irish Bishops’ Emigrant 
Chaplaincy Outreach and will be used to  
support our emigrants who, for a variety of  
reasons, have fallen on poor times. 
 

Stations of the Cross 
We invite you to join fellow parishioners as we 
meditate on these sacred events at St. John’s 
Church at 7.30pm on the Fridays of 
Lent.  Will you walk with Him this Friday? 
 

The Pope’s Monthly Intention for March - 
For Disarmament and Peace 

Let us pray that nations move toward effective 
disarmament, particularly nuclear disarmament, 
and that world leaders choose the path of dia-
logue and diplomacy instead of violence. 



Remembering Our Loved Ones Who Have Died 
Recently Deceased:  Kay O’Neill (nee Marnell), Nuncio Road. 
Teresa Doran, Mitchelstown. 
 
 

Anniversaries:  Maureen O’Keeffe (6.00pm); Eileen Kinsella (10.00am); Neddy Phelan 
(11.00am); John McEnery; Seán Connick; Jack & Mary Parle; Moira & Ken Lynam (11.30am); 
Patrick Pa Guidera; Seamus Campion; Frank & Judith Murphy; Dermot Phelan;  
Tess & Paddy Hogan; Ann Leonard; Bridget & Bernard Talyor; Michael Dowling. 
 
 

Those we love don’t go away, they walk beside us every day. 
Unseen, unheard, but always near.    

Still loved, still missed and very dear. 

Readers for Next Weekend 
 

 6.00pm Claire Coogan 
8.00am  Mary Elliott 
10.00am Elaine Bennett 
11.00am Christy & Maise Powell 
11.30am Kathleen Ferguson & Susan Bofin 
7.00pm Linda O’Leary 

Attendance/Collections Last Weekend 
Envelope Collection:  €885.00 
        Mass             Attendance Baskets   

6.00pm St. John’s 265 327.00 
8.00am St. John’s 80 322.00 
10.00am Johnswell 30 85.00 
11.00am Dunmore 73 94.00 
11.30am St. John’s 209 451.00 
7.00pm  St. John’s 98 255.00  
 755 €1,534.00 

Lenten Stations 
The Lenten Stations are due around this time.  Thank you to those who contribute to this collec-
tion every year to support our priests.  Special envelopes can be found in the parish envelope 
contribution packs which were distributed earlier.  For those who did not receive envelopes and 
would like to contribute please contact the Parish Office on 056 772 1072 or email 
stjohns@ossory.ie.  Your generosity is appreciated, thanks. 
 

Medjugorje Group Mass 
The monthly Medjugorje Group Mass will take place in the Capuchin Friary, Kilkenny on 
Monday, 9th March at 7.30pm. The Mass will be offered for the repose of the soul of Sr Marga-
ret Mary who died recently.  Rosary after Mass. 
 

Pope Leo’s 2026 International Visits 
Pope Leo XIV has announced his schedule of visits during 2026.  He will visit Monaco on 
March 28, the African continent from April 13 to 23, and a weeklong visit to Spain in June. 
Pope Leo will begin the African visit in Algiers.  A priest of the Augustinian order he has ex-
pressed his hopes to follow the footsteps of St Augustine. Annaba is home to the Basilica of St. 
Augustine, built near the ruins of the Basilica Pacis where the theologian died in A.D. 
430.   During the 10-day visit the pope will also visit Cameroon, Angola, Equatorial Guinea.  
The visit to Spain in June is expected to include stops in Madrid, Barcelona and the Canary 
Islands.  The visit to the Canary Islands will likely draw attention to the issue of migration.  A 
highlight of the Barcelona visit will be the inauguration of the newest and tallest tower of the 
Sagrada Família.  The visit falls during the centenary of Venerable Antoni Gaudí’s death; the 
architect was declared venerable last year, one step away from his possible beatification.  
In addition to his international travel, the Vatican has previously announced that Pope Leo will 
make six trips within Italy this year, including visits to the shrine of Our Lady of the Rosary of 
Pompeii and the tomb of St. Augustine in northern Italy.  Most notable is his plan to visit the 
island of Lampedusa on July 4 – Independence Day in America! 

Mass Intentions for Week Beginning 9th March 2026 

Tuesday: 10.30am Patrick Pa Guidera 
    Seamus Campion 
Wednesday: 12.00noon First Penance - St Johns N.S. 
  7.30pm: Reflections with Fr Paul 
Saturday: 10.30am Frank & Judith Murphy 
  6.00pm Margaret Power 
    Dinny Brennan 
    Paul & Michael ‘Icy’ Lanigan 
Sunday: 11.30am Eileen Kelly 
    Thomas, Bridget & Michael Long 
    Margaret Dwyer 
    MM Peter Dwyer 
 

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace.  Amen. 

Celebrating the Radical Easter Message of Liberation for Women 
“We are an Easter people.”  Easter calls us to believe that the ‘stones’ which repress/imprison us 
can actually be rolled away.  It’s a time to ‘arise, shine; for your light is come.’  (Isaiah 60:1). 
Speaker: Gráinne Doherty is from Donegal and is an adult faith educator and retreat facilita-
tor.  She strives to make connections between our religious beliefs and the lived reality of our 
everyday. 
Ballyvaloo Retreat Centre, Blackwater, Co. Wexford on 24th April from 10.00am to 4.30pm.   
€35 includes lunch. 
The Pembroke Hotel, Patrick Street, Kilkenny on 25th April from 10.00am to 4.30pm.   
€20 includes tea/coffee. 
Pay on the door.  Please book before Friday, 17th April by contacting Sarah or Catherina on 056 
772 2870 from 9.00am to 4.30pm or e-mail regionaloffice@ssjg.ie. 

(Sponsored by The Sisters of St. John of God) 

 

Ten Years of Laudato Sí’: On Care for Our Common Home 
Sylvia Thompson from the Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation Group (JPIC) in Kerry Dio-
cese tells us about what Laudato Sí’ has meant to her: 
“The rumour was true after all, it was June 2015 and Laudato Si’ had been published. It was 
such a breath of fresh air! Statements from Pope Francis that I always knew were true but now 
here they were as part of the Church’s Social Teaching: ‘the earth, our sister, is crying out to us’; 
our dual call to care for the poor and the earth; the earth is a ‘common home’ … for all living 
creatures, all ecosystems all that was created and seen by God as ‘very good’; working to protect 
our common home is an integral part of our Christian vocation. 
The influence of Saint Francis was everywhere … his Canticle of the Creatures, even that of 
setting aside an area in our gardens so that whatever grew there could give glory to God and that 
all these plants are good in themselves and not just for us. 
I presumed that this letter would set the Catholic Church on fire but alas no. Maybe some have-
n’t read it, or their copy is gathering dust so, on this 10th anniversary, read or re-read it, let your 
heart be awakened and then go out and find God everywhere in the face of a poor person, a leaf, 
a bird singing and give thanks, for it is ‘very good’.  Laudato Si’. (Praise Be!)” 
 

Anam Cara 
Anam Cara, the organisation that supports bereaved parents, will hold its monthly Parent Sup-
port Evening on Wednesday 18th March at 7.30pm in the Horse and Jockey Hotel, Thurles. 
 

Thank You - St Patrick’s Brass and Reed Band 
Last Sunday St Patrick’s Brass and Reed Band provided the sacred music at the 11.30am Mass 
in St John’s Church.  We thank you and hope you will return soon again to St. John’s Parish. 

mailto:regionaloffice@ssjg.ie

